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What's new in Perl 5

●   Nicholas Clark on 5.8.x (stable) 


●   Rafael Garcia-Suarez on 5.9.x (development) 
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Perl 5.8.7 is still boring (a stable talk)

●   How perl 5 development works 


●   To 5.8.1 


●   A change of approach 


●   5.8.2 and later 


●   Implications and Conclusions 
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◆   maintperl must be bincompat 
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◆   Getting too hard now 


●   syntax changes 

//	# defined or

●   new warnings 


●   removing experimental features 

◆   No pseudohashes in 5.10 

◆   No 5005 threads 


●   Anything that may require user changes => Major 
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●   Jarkko Hietaniemi 

◆   Creator of CPAN 

◆   Founder of perl5-porters mailing list 
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●   mad rush of changes 

◆   "12 months until next one" 

◆   don't want to miss the boat 

◆   must get my change in 


●   bad. destabilising. 

❐   changes rushed 

❐   changes interact 

❐   little testing time 

❐   3 months of this 
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●   Release schedule 


●   Regular release schedule 

◆   Stabilisation 

◆   Smoothing of development 

◆   Decoupling of upgrades 


●   Benefits 

◆   Calm. 

◆   Frequent 

◆   You know "when" 

◆   But not necessary "what" 
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●   A bug in the hand is worth 2 in the bush 
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◆   I can fix this bug 

◆   This won't affect things 

◆   Small optimisation 


●   Now, not 3 months 


●   Resist the temptation 


●   Software always has bugs 
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●   5.8.7 (UTF-8 bug) 

❐   index()/rindex() were buggy in some cases 

❐   uc ($really_long_string) # no longer exhausts memory 

❐   loading of UTF-8 tables by the regexp engine 
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●   suidperl security hole 

◆   suidperl is setuid script emulation 

◆   We try to deprecate the damn thing 

◆   Everyone ignores us 

◆   Whoops. Local root exploit since 5.8.0 

◆   Vendor updates now available 

◆   (or upgrade your vendor) 
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Vendors

●   Vendors didn't wait for 5.8.1 

◆   RedHat using "5.8.0" 

◆   OS X 10.3 using 5.8.1 RC3 

◆   SuSE 9.0 5.8.1 RC5 


●   Vendors ship releases now 

◆   OS X 10.4 using 5.8.6 

◆   Solaris 10 using 5.8.4 
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●   Boring 

◆   Regular 

◆   Reliable 

◆   Dull as dishwater 


●   Choose your own excitement 
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